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(Aug. 24, 1954, ch. 911, § 2, 68 Stat. 796.) 

§ 573. Objects and purposes of corporation 

The objects and purposes of the corporation 
are as follows: 

(1) To receive and hold by bequest, devise, 
gift, grant, purchase, lease, or otherwise, ei-
ther absolutely or jointly with any other per-
son or persons or corporation, for any of the 
purposes hereinafter set forth, any property, 
real, personal, or mixed, or any undivided in-
terest therein; to convey, sell, or otherwise 
dispose of such property, and to invest, rein-
vest, administer, and deal with the same in 
such manner as in the judgment of the direc-
tors of the corporation will best promote the 
purposes of the corporation, but without and 
free from restrictions applicable to trustees or 
trust funds, 

(2) To apply its income, and if the corpora-
tion so decides, all or any part of its principal, 
exclusively to the following educational, char-
itable, scientific, or literary purposes, or any 
of them: 

(a) To advance the science of jurispru-
dence; 

(b) To uphold high standards for the Fed-
eral judiciary and for attorneys representing 
the Government of the United States; 

(c) To promote and improve the adminis-
tration of justice, including the study of 
means for the improved handling of the legal 
business of the several Federal departments 
and establishments; 

(d) To facilitate the cultivation and diffu-
sion of knowledge and understanding of the 
law and the promotion of the study of the 
law and the science of jurisprudence and re-
search therein, through the maintenance of 
a law library, the establishment of seminars, 
lectures, and studies devoted to the law, and 
the publication of addresses, essays, trea-
tises, reports and other literary works by 
students, practitioners, and teachers of the 
law; and 

(e) To provide for the acquisition, preser-
vation and exhibition of rare books and doc-
uments, sculptures, paintings and other ob-
jects of art and historical interest relating 
to the law, the courts and the legal profes-
sion, 

(3) To do any and all things necessary or in-
cident to the accomplishment of the foregoing 
purposes. 

(Aug. 24, 1954, ch. 911, § 3, 68 Stat. 797.) 

§ 574. Powers of corporation 

The corporation shall have the following pow-
ers: 

(a) To sue and be sued, complain and defend in 
any court of competent jurisdiction. 

(b) To adopt, alter, and use a corporate seal. 
(c) To choose such officers, managers, and 

agents as the business of the corporation may 
require. 

(d) To adopt, amend, apply, and administer by-
laws, not inconsistent with the laws of the 
United States of America or any State in which 
the corporation is to operate, for the manage-

ment of its property and the regulation of its af-
fairs. 

(e) To contract and be contracted with. 
(f) To take and hold by lease, gift, purchase, 

grant, devise, bequest, or otherwise, any prop-
erty, real or personal, or mixed, necessary for 
carrying into effect the purposes of the corpora-
tion, subject to applicable provisions of law of 
any State (1) governing the amount or kind of 
real and personal property which may be held 
by, or (2) otherwise limiting or controlling the 
ownership of real and personal property by, a 
corporation operating in such State. 

(g) To transfer, lease, or convey real or per-
sonal property. 

(h) To borrow money for the purposes of the 
corporation, and issue bonds or other evidences 
of indebtedness therefor, and secure the same by 
mortgage or pledge subject to applicable Federal 
or State laws. 

(i) To do any and all acts necessary and proper 
to carry out the purposes of the corporation. 

(Aug. 24, 1954, ch. 911, § 4, 68 Stat. 797.) 

§ 575. Principal office; territorial scope of activi-
ties; agent for service of process 

(a) The corporation shall have its principal of-
fice in the District of Columbia and may con-
duct its activities at any place or places in the 
United States, or elsewhere. 

(b) The corporation shall have in the District 
of Columbia at all times a designated agent au-
thorized to accept service of process for the cor-
poration; and notice served upon such agent, or 
mailed to such agent at such business address, 
shall be deemed service upon or notice to the 
corporation. 

(Aug. 24, 1954, ch. 911, § 5, 68 Stat. 798.) 

§ 576. Membership; voting rights 

(a) The membership of the corporation con-
sists of the persons listed in section 571 of this 
title, the persons who hereafter become mem-
bers of the National Council of the Federal Bar 
Association, a non-profit corporation of the Dis-
trict of Columbia (for the duration of their 
membership as such), and such others as the cor-
poration may provide for by bylaw or otherwise. 

(b) Each member of the corporation may cast 
one vote on each matter submitted to a vote of 
the members. 

(Aug. 24, 1954, ch. 911, § 6, 68 Stat. 798.) 

§ 577. Board of directors 

(a) Composition of initial board 

The governing body of the corporation is its 
board of directors, which during 1954, will com-
prise the following: 

Bettin Stalling, of Illinois; 
Stanley N. Barnes, of California; 
Clarence A. Davis, of Nebraska; 
Earl W. Kintner, of Indiana; 
Lawrence H. Axman, District of Columbia; 
Wendell Barnes, of Oklahoma; 
William L. Ellis, of Michigan; and 
Arthur J. Klayman, of Illinois, 

who are currently members of the executive 
committee of the Federal Bar Association. 
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(b) Composition of subsequent boards; tenure 

Thereafter the board of directors will consist 
of twelve persons elected, and subject to re-
moval at any time, by majority vote of the 
members of the corporation. The term of office 
of the elected members of the board is for six 
years, except that, for the first elected board, 
four shall be elected for a term of two years, 
four for a term of four years, and four for a term 
of six years. Vacancies in the board of directors, 
caused by expiration of the members’ terms or 
otherwise, shall be filled by a majority vote of 
the members of the corporation. 

(c) Powers; voting rights; meetings 

The board of directors may exercise, or pro-
vide for the exercise of, the powers herein grant-
ed to the corporation, and each member of the 
board shall have one vote upon all matters de-
termined. The board shall meet at least annu-
ally. The board may delegate its powers to a 
prudential committee subject to the direction 
of, and reporting to, the board. The president of 
the corporation shall act as chairman of the 
board and of the committee. 

(Aug. 24, 1954, ch. 911, § 7, 68 Stat. 798.) 

§ 578. Officers 

(a) The officers of the corporation shall con-
sist of a president, vice president, secretary, 
treasurer, historian, and such other officers as 
may be determined by bylaw. 

The officers shall have such powers, consistent 
with this charter, as may be provided by bylaw. 

(b) The officers shall be elected by the board of 
directors at its initial meeting and thereafter at 
its annual designated meeting and shall serve 
for a term of one year. 

(Aug. 24, 1954, ch. 911, § 8, 68 Stat. 799.) 

§ 579. Distribution of income or assets to mem-
bers; loans 

(a) No part of the net earnings of the corpora-
tion shall inure to the benefit of any member, 
officer, director, or private individual, nor shall 
any member or private individual be liable for 
the obligations of the corporation. 

(b) The corporation shall not make any loans 
to its officers or members of the board of direc-
tors. Any officer or director who votes for, as-
sents to, or participates in the making of a loan 
or advance to an officer or director shall be 
jointly and severally liable to the corporation 
for the amount of such loan until its repayment. 

(Aug. 24, 1954, ch. 911, § 9, 68 Stat. 799.) 

CROSS REFERENCES 

Exemption from income tax of certain organizations, 

see section 501 of Title 26, Internal Revenue Code. 

§ 580. Nonpolitical nature of corporation 

(a) None of the activities, funds, property, or 
income of the corporation shall be used in carry-
ing on any political activity, directly or indi-
rectly, or in attempting to influence legislation. 

(b) Neither the corporation nor its officers or 
directors shall, as such, contribute to or other-
wise support or assist any political party or can-
didate for elective public office. 

(Aug. 24, 1954, ch. 911, § 10, 68 Stat. 799.) 

§ 581. Liability for acts of officers and agents 

The corporation shall be liable for the acts of 
its officers and agents within the scope of their 
authority. 

(Aug. 24, 1954, ch. 911, § 11, 68 Stat. 799.) 

§ 582. Prohibition against issuance of stock or 
payment of dividends 

The corporation shall not issue any shares of 
stock, nor declare or pay dividends. 

(Aug. 24, 1954, ch. 911, § 12, 68 Stat. 799.) 

§ 583. Books and records; inspection 

The corporation shall keep correct and com-
plete books and records of account. It shall also 
keep minutes of the proceedings of its member-
ship and of the board of directors or committees 
having any of the authority of the board of di-
rectors. It shall also keep at its principal office 
a record giving the names and addresses of its 
members, directors, and officers. All books and 
records of the corporation may be inspected by 
any member or his agent or attorney, for any 
proper purpose, at any reasonable time. 

(Aug. 24, 1954, ch. 911, § 13, 68 Stat. 799.) 

§ 584. Repealed. Pub. L. 88–504, § 4(22), Aug. 30, 
1964, 78 Stat. 637 

Section, act Aug. 24, 1954, ch. 911, § 14, 68 Stat. 799, re-

lated to audit of financial transactions and report of 

such audit to Congress. See sections 1101 to 1103 of this 

title. 

§ 585. Use of assets on dissolution or liquidation 

Upon final dissolution or liquidation of the 
corporation, and after the discharge or satisfac-
tion of all outstanding obligations and liabil-
ities, the remaining assets of the corporation 
shall be deposited in the Treasury of the United 
States as a miscellaneous receipt. 

(Aug. 24, 1954, ch. 911, § 15, 68 Stat. 800.) 

§ 586. Qualifications for membership 

No person who is a member of, or who advo-
cates the principles of, any organization believ-
ing in, or working for, the overthrow of the 
United States Government by force or violence, 
and no person who refuses to uphold and defend 
the Constitution of the United States, shall be 
privileged to become, or continue to be, a mem-
ber, director, or officer of the corporation. 

(Aug. 24, 1954, ch. 911, § 16, 68 Stat. 800.) 

§ 587. Exclusive right to name 

The corporation shall have the sole and exclu-
sive right to use the name, ‘‘The Foundation of 
the Federal Bar Association’’. 

(Aug. 24, 1954, ch. 911, § 17, 68 Stat. 800.) 

§ 588. ‘‘State’’ defined 

As used in this chapter the word ‘‘State’’ in-
cludes the District of Columbia. 

(Aug. 24, 1954, ch. 911, § 18, 68 Stat. 800.) 


